
Our purpose in writing this text is to convey
both the excitement of sociology and its relevance
to our lives. The excitement of sociology comes
from what it studies: social life and social organiza-
tion. Sociology encompasses all aspects of society:
family life, community change, individual develop-
ment, group differences, and gender inequality, to
name a few. It involves a unique way of looking at
the world in which we live, forcing us to question
the obvious and understand how society and be-
havior are patterned and organized. People are
discovering that sociology provides them with
unique skills and abilities in research methods, in
applying social theory in the working world, and in
using their understanding of social processes, or-
ganization, and change.

SUPPLEMENTS FOR INSTRUCTORS

1. Study Guide. A thorough and practical stu-
dent study guide that includes learning objectives,
chapter outlines, questions, and ideas that help the
student review the material presented in this text.
Also included are student activities and projects de-
signed to enhance the practical application of socio-
logical concepts.

2. Instructor’s Manual. A comprehensive
manual provides a wealth of teaching suggestions,
objectives and resources, outside activities stressing
the importance of sociology to personal lives, sug-
gested readings from short stories and novels, a
guide to films, and much more. 

3. Test Bank. An extensive test bank of approx-
imately 2,100 questions is available to instructors in
both hard copy and electronic forms. Each chapter

consists of a variety of multiple choice, short answer
and essay questions. Each question is referenced to
the appropriate text page to make verification quick
and easy.

4. Distance Learning Solutions. BVT Pub-
lishing is committed to providing the ability to ad-
minister tests and quizzes over the Internet. We
have a strong relationship with Respondus, whose
Course Management Software allows for the cre-
ation of randomly-generated tests and quizzes,
which can be downloaded directly into a wide vari-
ety of course management environments, such as
Blackboard, Web CT, Desire 2 Learn, Angel, E
Learning and others.

BVT Publishing also offers direct-to-con-
sumer availability of our textbooks and study
guides in an eBook format, for added convenience
and affordability.

5. Power Points. A set of PowerPoint slides
is available to instructors who adopt this book.
The set includes charts, tables, and graphs from
the text and additional charts and graphs from
other sources.

6. Customize This Book. If you have addi-
tional material you’d like to add (handouts, lecture
notes, syllabus, etc) or simply rearrange and delete
content, BVT Publishing’s custom publishing divi-
sion can help you modify this book’s content, to pro-
duce a book that satisfies your specific instructional
needs. BVT Publishing has the only custom publish-
ing division that puts your material exactly where
you want it to go, easily and seamlessly. Please visit
www.bvtpublishing.com or call us at 1-800-646-
7782 for more information on BVT Publishing’s
Custom Publishing Program.
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SUPPLEMENTS 
FOR STUDENTS
BVT Publishing is pleased to provide students with a free, comprehensive online tutorial which can be found
at www.bvtstudents.com. This website offers the following:

1. eBook editions. Save time, money and paper by purchasing an eBook version of this text directly from our
convenient online store, located on our student website.

2. Shopping Cart. For the student's convenience and pocketbook, the student website also contains a
shopping cart where they have the added option of purchasing the traditional paper textbook directly from the
publisher if they prefer.

3. Self Testing. Students can test their knowledge of this book’s content on our student website. The Self
Test questions are designed to help improve students’ mastery of the information in the book. 

4. Chapter Outlines. Chapter outlines are available for students to use either on our website or they can
be downloaded directly from our website. They are designed to serve as a helpful outline approach to getting
an overview of each chapter’s content.

5. Flash Cards. We also feature Flash Cards on our student website. The Flash Cards are an easy way for
students to spot-check their understanding of common and important Sociology terms, as well as effectively
retain the information.



6. Chapter Summaries. The Chapter Summaries are another tool designed to give the students an
overview of each chapter’s content, further aiding the students in content comprehension and retention.
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An Open Invitation to Our Readers:

We feel it is imperative to make sure that our textbook is as current, relevant and engaging as possible,
as well as providing the greatest utility benefit to instructors and students alike. If you have any comments
and/or suggestions from which future editions of this book may benefit, please let us know. We welcome
your emails and will give due consideration to each and every one. Please send your communications to:
contactus@bvtpublishing.com.




