
Chapter One

Studying World 
Religions 1

1.1  Main Characteristics of Religion 3

1.2  Several Ways to De! ne the Divine  5
1.2a Monotheism 5
1.2b Polytheism  6
1.2c Pantheism 6
1.2d Pan-en-theism 6
1.2e Animism 7
1.2f Atheism 7
1.2g Agnosticism 7
1.2h Nontheism 7

Chapter One Notes  9

Chapter Two

Hinduism 11

2.1 The Vedas 11

2.2 The Upanishads  12

2.3 Bhagavad Gita  13

2.4 The Caste System  14

2.5 The Four Stages of Life  15

2.6  Hindu Religious Thoughts 

after the Upanishads  16
2.6a Samkhya 16
2.6b Yoga  16
2.6c Vedanta  17

2.7  Hindu Belief Systems and Hindu Deities 19

2.8  Hindu Ritual Practice (Puja) 20

2.9 Modern Hinduism  21

2.10 The Study of Hinduism 23

Chapter Two Notes  24

Chapter Three

Buddhism 27

3.1  The Four Noble Truths and 

the Eightfold Path 28

3.2 Nirvana 30
3.2a Anitya  31
3.2b Anatman 31

3.3  The Triple Confessions of 

Faith in Buddhism  32

3.4  Two Major Divisions of Buddhism 34
3.4a Theravada 34
3.4b Mahayana 35
3.4c  The Difference between Theravada and 

Mahayana  36

3.5  Several Groups of Mahayana Buddhism  36
3.5a Madhyamika 36
3.5b Yogacara 37
3.5c Pure Land  38
3.5d Zen (Ch’an) Buddhism in China  39
3.5e Zen (Son) Buddhism in Korea  40
3.5f Zen Buddhism in Japan  40

3.6 Tibetan Vajrayana 41

Chapter ! ree Notes 44

Chapter Four

Jainism 47

4.1  The Jain View of Relativity (Anekanta) and 

Non-Judgmental Attitude  49

4.2 The Five Great Vows 50
4.2a Non-violence 50
4.2b Non-lying  51
4.2c Non-stealing 51
4.2d Sexual purity 51
4.2e Non-possessiveness 52

4.3 Jain Sects and Scriptures  52

Chapter Four Notes 53

Table of Contents

   iii



iv   Understanding Religious Diversity | Contents

Chapter Five

Sikhism 55

5.1  Hindu–Islam Reconciliation 55

5.2  Sikh Sects and Scriptures  56

Chapter Five Notes 58

Chapter Six

Chinese Religions 59

6.1  Chinese Cosmology in Yijing 59

6.2 Confucianism  62
6.2a The Confucian Five Classics 62
6.2b The Confucian Virtues  63
6.2c Ancestral Rites and Filial Piety 65
6.2d  The Confucian Meaning for Heaven  66
6.2e The Four Books 67
6.2f Mencius 68
6.2g Xunzi 70
6.2h Han Feizi and Dong Zhongshu 70

6.3 Daoism 71
6.3a The Signi!cance of Dao 72
6.3b  The Transformational Process of Dao 74
6.3c The Contemplative Life in Dao  74
6.3d Daojiao: Religious Daoism 77

6.4 Neo-Daoism  79

6.5 Chinese Buddhism  80
6.5a Tiantai Buddhism 80
6.5b Huayan Buddhism 81

6.6 Neo-Confucianism  83
6.6a Zhu Xi 84
6.6b Wang Yangming  85

Chapter Six Notes 87

Chapter Seven

Korean/Japanese 
Religions 91

7.1 Korean Religions 91
7.1a  Korean Buddhism in Wonhyo and Ui-Sang 92
7.1b Korean (Neo) Confucianism  95
7.1c Cheondogyo  97

7.2 Japanese Religions  99
7.2a Shintoism 99
7.2b Japanese Buddhism  103

Chapter Seven Notes  108

Chapter Eight

Judaism 113

8.1  The Development of Judaism  113
8.1a TaNaK(h) as the Hebrew Bible  113
8.1b The History of Ancient Israel 117

8.2  The Development of Multiple 

Jewish Sects  119

8.3 Rabbinic Judaism  120

8.4  Jewish Movement in the Middle Ages 121

8.5  A Transition of Jewish Faith and 

Modern Judaism  122
8.5a  The Holocaust and Scapegoating 122
8.5b Zionism  123

8.6 Jewish Ritual Practice 124

8.7  Divisions in Contemporary Judaism 125

Chapter Eight Notes  128



  Understanding Religious Diversity | Contents   v

Chapter Nine

Christianity 131

9.1  The Formation of the New Testament 131

9.2 Gnosticism  133

9.3  The New Testament Canon 135

9.4  Jesus’ Life and Teachings According 

to the New Testament  135

9.5  Paul and Christian Movement  136

9.6  The Early Development of Christianity 136
9.6a  The Doctrine of the Trinity  137

9.7  The Division Between the Eastern and 

Western Church  138
9.7a Holy Crusades 139
9.7b The Eastern Orthodox Church  139
9.7c  Papacy and Medieval Roman 

Catholicism 140

9.8  Medieval Catholic Theology and 

Monasticism 141

9.9  Mysticism in the Middle Ages 14

9.10   The Protestant Movement  14

9.11  The Roman Catholic Reformation and 

the Council of Trent  14

9.12  Unity and Diversity of the 

Catholic Church  145

9.13  The Church of England and Diversity in 

the Protestant Church  14

9.14 Nontraditional Christianity  147

9.15 Vatican Councils  149

9.16  Contemporary Trends of 

Christian Thought 150

Chapter Nine Notes 152

Chapter Ten

Islam 155

10.1 The Qur’an 157

10.2 The Five Pillars  158
10.2a Shahadah (Belief) 158
10.2b Salat (Prayer) 159
10.2c Zakat (Charity) 159
10.2d Sawm (Fasting) 160
10.2e Hajj (Pilgrimage) 160

10.3 Jihad 160

10.4 Shariah: Islamic Law  161

10.5  Islamic Division: Sunni and Shi’ite 161

10.6 Su!sm 163

10.7  Philosophical Development of Islam  165

10.8  Expansion of the Islamic World  166
10.8a  Islamic Community in North America  167

Chapter Ten Notes 169

Chapter Eleven

Understanding Religious 
Diversity 171

11.1  Five Different Responses to 

Religious Diversity 171
11.1a Exclusivism 171
11.1b Inclusivism 171
11.1c Relativism 173
11.1d Synthesis 173
11.1e Pluralism 173

11.2  The Signi!cance of 

Interreligious Dialogue 175

11.3  Interreligious Dialogue in Emic/Etic 

Points of View and  Understanding 

Religious Diversity 178

Chapter Eleven Notes 180

SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY 183

INDEX 189


