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Preface 
New to This Edition
This two-volume Introduction to American History text has undergone a number of revisions and 
been updated to 2022 in an effort to create a more comprehensive and readable text for students. 
The content within a number of chapters has been rearranged so that discussions of culture follow 
discussions of major events, rather than vice versa and some redundancy has been eliminated. 
The discussion of Puritans and Puritanism has been altered and rearranged and the histories of 
American women and ethnic minorities have been expanded. New key terms match the style of the 
previous edition; they are in bold in the body text so that they are easier to find, and definitions 
of the key terms appear on the outside margins of the pages. Bibliographies have been updated 
with new sources so that readers know where the material is coming from and where to go for 
further reading. 

New information has been added throughout the texts and many of the maps have been rede-
signed and captioned to make them easier to read and understand. In Volume I, additional infor-
mation has been added on various military maneuvers, including the Battles of Horseshoe Bend 
and New Orleans. The brief biography of Abraham Lincoln, his reelection, and assassination are 
now covered in the chapter on the Civil War so that courses that end with the Civil War (rather 
than Reconstruction) will have the needed material. Discussions of the black American experi-
ence, Asian American experience, and Hispanic American experience throughout American his-
tory have been expanded. Cuban immigration and the Cuban American experience have been 
added, including Cuban cigar manufacturing. The Civil War soldier experiences of these ethnic 
groups have been expanded. 

Volume II now begins with Emancipation and Reconstruction as “Chapter 15,” so as to pre-
serve continuity from Volume I. The discussions of culture in the Gilded Age, Jazz Age, and cold 
war eras now follow the discussion of major events and international politics in these epochs. 
Similarly, the culture shift that occurred between 1963 and 1980 now follows the discussion of 
politics and events for the time period. New information in Volume II covers Mexican immigra-
tion and Hispanic American experiences; expanded coverage of segregation and violence against 
black Americans; expanded coverage of the Asian American experience; and the roles of Asian 
Americans, African Americans, and Hispanic Americans during America’s wars since the Civil 
War. The long African American struggle for Civil Rights is covered in greater detail as is the 
labor movement among California’s Hispanic agricultural workers. The second term of the Obama 
administration has been added along with discussions of social unrest and gun violence in the 
twenty-first century, including the Black Lives Matter movement, and the conservative counter-
movements. An entire chapter is dedicated to the election of President Donald Trump, the events 
that occurred during his administration, and his defeat in the 2020 election followed by his con-
testing of the election results, culminating with the Capitol riot on January 6, 2021. Discussions 
of the rise of social media as a spreader of both information and misinformation are included in 
the context of the 2020 election and social unrest, including violence against black people by 
police, the death of George Floyd, and the contention of Trump and his supporters that the 2020 
election was stolen. Foreign policy during Obama’s second term and Trump’s presidency are dis-
cussed, including tension between Russia and Ukraine. 

The final result is a more readable and understandable text that better meets the needs of 
students in the twenty-first century.
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Pedagogical Features
The text contains a number of pedagogical features that are intended to stimulate student interest 
and enhance learning.

Chapter Openers
Each chapter begins with a chapter opener that is intended not only to pique the reader’s atten-
tion but also preview the topics to be discussed in the chapter and provide insight into the chap-
ter’s themes.

Chapter Summaries
At the end of each chapter is a chapter summary that provides a concise summary of the major 
events and themes covered in that chapter.

Timelines
Accompanying the chapter summaries are timelines that provide a chronology of the key events 
covered in each chapter designed to help students place the events in their proper context.

Key Terms
Each chapter is also followed by a list of key terms—each with a concise definition provided 
to help students understand the important people, places, and events, as well as why they are 
considered important. The key terms are presented in bold in the body text and their definitions 
appear in the outside margins of the pages.

Pop Quizzes
A pop quiz is included at the end of each chapter to help students review the material and cog-
nitively assemble the material in a manageable way.

Bibliographies
Selected bibliographies are included at the end of each chapter to help students know where the 
material comes from and to assist them if they desire to pursue further reading.

Graphic Images
This book may contain potentially offensive, graphic or violent images that could be disturbing 
to some readers. Historical content in textbooks may sometimes reflect outdated, disrespectful, 
and/or biased language, viewpoints and opinions. These materials are presented for their histori-
cal significance and do not express the beliefs or opinions of the authors or BVT Publishing.
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Supplements & Resources
Instructors Supplements
A complete teaching package is available for instructors who adopt this book. This package includes 
an online lab, instructor’s manual, exam bank, PowerPoint™ slides, LMS Integration, and 
LMS exam bank files.

Online Lab BVT’s online lab is available for this textbook on two different platforms—BVTLab (at www.BVTLab.com), 
and LAB BOOKTM (at www.BVTLabBook.com). These are described in more detail in the corresponding 
sections below. Both platforms allow instructors to set up graded homework, quizzes and exams.

Instructor’s 
Manual

The Instructor’s Manual helps first-time instructors develop the course, while also offering seasoned 
instructors a new perspective on the materials. Each section of the Instructor’s Manual coincides 
with a chapter in the textbook. The user-friendly format begins by providing a chapter summary, 
learning objectives, and detailed outlines for each chapter. Then, the manual presents lecture 
discussions, key terms, class activities, critical-thinking questions, and sample answers to the end-
of-chapter pop quiz. Lastly, websites and YouTube videos are listed to help instructors review the 
materials covered in each chapter.

Exam Bank An extensive exam bank is available to instructors in both hard-copy and electronic form. Each 
chapter has approximately fifty multiple-choice, twenty-five true/false, ten short-answer, and 
five essay questions ranked by difficulty and style. Each question is referenced to the appropriate 
section of the text to make test creation quick and easy.

PowerPoint 
Slides

A set of PowerPoint slides includes about thirty slides per chapter, including a chapter overview, learning 
objectives, slides covering all key topics, key figures and charts, and summary and conclusion slides.

Sample 
Answers

Sample answers to the end-of-chapter Short Answer and Essay questions. Each document coincides 
with a chapter in the textbook.

LMS 
Integration

BVT offers basic integration with Learning Management Systems (LMSs), providing single-sign-
on links (often called LTI links) from Blackboard, Canvas, Moodle (or any other LMS) directly into 
BVTLab, eBookPlus or the LAB BOOK platform. Gradebooks from BVTLab and the LAB BOOK can be 
imported into most LMSs

LMS Exam 
Bank Files

Exam banks are available as Blackboard files, QTI files (for Canvas) and Respondus files (for other 
LMSs) so they can easily be imported into a wide variety of course management systems.

Student Resources
Student resources are available for this textbook on both the BVTLab platform and the LAB BOOK 
platform, as described below. These resources are geared toward students needing additional 
assistance, as well as those seeking complete mastery of the content. The following resources are 
available:

Course Setup LAB BOOK uses the BVTLab interface to allow instructors to set up their courses and grade books 
and to replicate them from section to section and semester to semester.

Grade Book Using an assigned passcode, students register into their section’s grade book, which automatically 
grades and records all homework, quizzes, and tests.

Advanced 
eBook

LAB BOOK is a mobile-friendly, web-based eBook platform designed for PCs, MACs, tablets and 
smartphones. LAB BOOK allows highlighting, margin notes, and a host of other study tools.

Student 
Resources

All student resources for this textbook are available in the LAB BOOK, as described in the Student 
Resources section above.

Online Classes A host of instructor resources and tools to support digital learning environments.
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BVTLab
BVTLab is an affordable online lab for instructors and their students. It includes an online class-
room with a grade book and chat room, a homework grading system, extensive test banks for 
quizzes and exams, and a host of student study resources. Even if a class is not taught in the lab, 
students can still utilize the resources described below.

Course Setup BVTLab has an easy-to-use, intuitive interface that allows instructors to quickly set up their courses 
and grade books and to replicate them from section to section and semester to semester.

Grade Book Using an assigned passcode, students register into their section’s grade book, which automatically 
grades and records all homework, quizzes, and tests.

Class Forum Instructors can post discussion threads to a class forum and then monitor and moderate student 
replies.

Student 
Resources

All student resources for this textbook are available in digital form within BVTLab. Even if a class is 
not taught in the lab, students who have purchased lab access can still use the student resources in 
the lab.

eBook BVTLab includes both a webBookTM and a downloadable eBook (on the VitalSource® platform). 
For some product bundles, BVT’s LAB BOOK can also be accessed from within BVTLab, offering 
enhanced eBook features and study tools for students, as described below.

Customization
BVT’s Custom Publishing Division can help you modify this book’s content to satisfy your spe-
cific instructional needs. The following are examples of customization:

•	 Rearrangement of chapters to follow the order of your syllabus

•	 Deletion of chapters not covered in your course

•	 Addition of paragraphs, sections, or chapters you or your colleagues have written for 
this course

•	 Editing of the existing content, down to the word level

•	 Customization of the accompanying student resources and online lab

•	 Addition of handouts, lecture notes, syllabus, and so forth

•	 Incorporation of student worksheets into the textbook

All of these customizations will be professionally typeset to produce a seamless textbook of 
the highest quality, with an updated table of contents and index to reflect the customized content.




