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imeline __

1930 —.— CBS began broadcast of the New York Philharmonic Orchestra on Saturday afternoons.
—+  John Dos Passos publishes the first volume oftiis. 4. trilogy.
1931 +  Wickersham Commission gives an unfavorable report on Prohibition.
1932 —+  William Faulkner publishegLight in August.
1934 May 23, Bonnie Parker and Clyde Barrow perish in a hail of gunfire from lawmen outside Sailes,
Louisiana.
—+ duly 22, John Dillinger is gunned down at the Biograph Theater in Chicago.
1935 Professional football begins radio broadcasts.
-+ George Gershwin composes the folk op&rasgy and Bess.
1936 |+  Dorothea Lange publishes the phatdigrant Mother.
-+ 4difemagazine begins publication as a weekly with a focus on photojournalism.
- John Maynard Keynes publisheBhe General Theory of Employment, Interest and Money.
1939 —+  John Steinbeck publisheBhe Grapes of Wrath.
1940 —+  Ernest Hemingway publishe$or Whom the Bell Tolls.
°
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Chapter Summary <

The “Jazz Age” was a period of good times in the 1920s followed by hard times in the 1930s. The period
witnessed an explosion of consumer goods and new technologies as America moved into the automobile and
aviation age—but also the age of motion pictures, radio and mass communication, and household conveniences.
It was also an age of Prohibition of alcohol, which led to illegal consumption and organized crime. It was an age
of the relaxing of sexual mores in the 1920s of dance halls, and of jazz, often written and performed by African
Americans.

The Jazz Age was a time of challenging traditional thought, something that was resisted by Protestant
fundamentalists. Psychological theories questioned the ability of humans to reason objectively; and Sigmund
Freud argued that subconscious impulses, including libido, influenced human behavior and thought processes.
Education was altered with the ideas of John Dewey to reflect the new psychology. The idea of preparing stu-
dents for daily life, rather than requiring them to master a body of knowledge, divided school activities into
four major categories: health, fundamental processes, civic and social relations, and recreation. Of these, only
fundamental processes embraced conventional learning. From the emphasis on utility came more practically
oriented curricula on the secondary level, including vocational education. Simultaneously, advances in physics
included Einstein's theory of relativity and the discovery that atoms were all composed of identical subatomic
particles.

Meanwhile, the discipline of economics became dominated by the ideas of John Maynard Keynes. His major
work, The General Theory of Employment, Interest and Money (1936), concluded that if the functioning of the
free market did not provide adequate business investment, government was the only agency with sufficient
spending power to correct the problem.

The advances in science and psychology provoked a Protestant fundamentalist backlash and the passage,
especially in Southern states, of laws banning the teaching of evolution. In 1925, the ACLU offered legal counsel
to anyone who would challenge such laws—and John T. Scopes of Dayton, Tennessee, did just that. Clarence
Darrow volunteered to represent Scopes, and William Jennings Bryan volunteered to assist the prosecution.
Though Bryan and the Protestant fundamentalists were generally embarrassed in the trial—and the national
media (led by H. L. Mencken) made “monkeys” out of Bryan and the fundamentalists—the Scopes laws stayed
on the books; and publishers voluntarily pulled Darwin from the textbooks so as to retain their textbook sales
in the South.

Concerning the national media, newspapers, radio, and magazines exploded in the Jazz Age, led by three
major radio networks and Time magazine. Music on the radio was dominated by jazz, swing, and the big band
sound of Tommy and Jimmy Dorsey, and Glenn Miller. Photography also came into its own; and Life magazine
was born in 1936, dedicated to depicting American life in pictures.

In literature and drama, the Jazz Age produced American icons George Gershwin, William Faulkner, Ernest
Hemingway, and F. Scott Fitzgerald while American movies came of age. Meanwhile, the automobile dominated
American life.

With Prohibition, the Jazz Age was also the age of bootleg alcohol, the growth of both the FBI and orga-
nized crime, and the era of celebrated gangsters. The most famous and notorious gangsters of all were “Public
Enemy #1” John Dillinger and “Bonnie and Clyde,” who were killed by lawmen within two months of each
other in 1934. While the government was stamping out organized crime, the culture was changing during the
Great Depression from a hyper-individualist one, to one that was more holistic in character where collective
responsibilities received greater attention.
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